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Jordi Perez Mariano, PhD, is a senior scientist at SRI International.  It takes a lot of skills to be a scientist.  You need to be a researcher, a 
problem-solver and sometimes a jack-of-all trades.  It doesn’t hurt to know something about chemistry and botany, too – especially when you 
are improving the process for producing biocrude oil from algae.  Staying in good shape is also important, as you never know when you might 
need to wade in water full of algae in the SRI Wave Tank.  Algae requires “reactors” to grow – not nuclear reactors, but various tubes or bags 
that cause the algae to react and grow, and somebody has to fish them out!  

To stay in shape, Jordi’s goal is to run around the world.  Always the researcher, he logs his miles, hoping to someday reach the 25,000 mile 
goal, and he is about a third of the way there.  He has run nine marathons so far.  When Jordi was in high school in Spain, his father was running 
a marathon.  Taking up the challenge, Jordi set a goal to beat his father’s time of 2:59.  It took three marathons to achieve that goal – with a time 
of 2:58.  Logging about 1,500 miles a year, when in training, Jordi runs about 40 to 50 miles a week.  

Slowing his pace a bit, Jordi backpacked on the John Muir trail, trekking 300 miles from Yosemite Valley to Mount Whitney in about two weeks.

He is also quite the gardener – about a quarter of one of the SRI greenhouses is being used to grow algae.  Using a pressure cooker, he creates 
oil that can be mixed, dissolved, emulsified, and refined into fuel.  It’s not enough to power a car (yet) but probably enough to oil a squeaky 
hinge on a door.  Other projects include various technologies for solar cells and scaling up a system to capture CO2 in coal-fired power plants.  
The solar technology has been licensed to multiple industrial partners all over the world, and the CO2 capture plan has four team members 
running tests around the clock.

Running is less important these days, as he enjoys his five-week-old daughter, Mariona.  He likes the credit union because it is unique – it is the 
only financial institution he has been able to walk by wearing a lab coat while carrying experiments (he jokingly said this with a twinkle in his eye 
and a smile on his face – I understand that he is very careful and always puts safety first).  With his name on five patents, it’s clear he knows how 
to handle chemicals properly.

If your finances need a scientific approach and a plan to transition your high-rate loans to our low-cost solutions, just give one of our loan 
scientists a call here at the credit union by dialing 650.859.5477.  

Jordi – thanks for the stories!

Steve Bowles
CEO/CFO
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SRI Federal Credit Union
333 Ravenswood Avenue 
Menlo Park, CA 94025-3493 
Toll-Free: 800.986.3669 
Fax: 650.326.8916
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Menlo Park, CA 94026-2284

Website   www.SRIFCU.org

Email  CONNECT@srifcu.org

Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 
9 AM to 4 PM

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S  T O D AY

HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
JANUARY 2016 

Starting January 2016, HSA accounts will  
be available for members of Qualified High 
Deductable Medical Plans.   

Pay for health care costs, now or in the future.  
HSA accounts will earn a 1% APY, have no 
monthly or annual fees and offer a Visa® 
Debit Card.

To open an HSA account, complete an  
HSA application online at www.srifcu.org  
or in branch. 

For more information, call 1.800.986.3669. 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON
UCHOOSE REWARDS®

Check the latest seasonal 
promotions from name brand 
merchants at UChoose Rewards 
for Visa Credit Cards.  

The holidays are a perfect time to use  
your UChoose Visa Credit Card and build 
points for:

• �Gift cards from major retailers  
and restaurants

• Airfare, hotels, car rentals, cruises
• Electronics and home appliances
• Theater, sports and concert tickets
• Cash

Logging in to UChoose Rewards is a 
snap through home banking.

Holiday Hours
Our office will be closed

Thanksgiving
Thursday, November 26
Friday, November 27

Online and Mobile Banking,
eDeposit and Bill Payer are 

available 24/7/365!

Visit 	 www.SRIFCU.org 
Email 	 CONNECT@srifcu.org
Call 	 800.986.3669

For Your HSA
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Introducing Health Savings Accounts

PAYMENTS WITHIN REACH
LOW STARTING RATE
PURCHASE – REFINANCE  
CONVENTIONAL – JUMBO

5/5 ADJUSTABLE  
RATE MORTGAGE

• �Earn 1% APY* on Your Savings for Eligible 
Medical Expenses

• No Monthly or Annual Fees
• Easy and Convenient

Free Visa® Debit Card to Access Funds
Open a Health Savings Account at SRI FCU to prepare for a healthy future.  
Available starting January 2016.

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield


