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Choosing organic foods is the healthy thing to do, but it can come with a pretty hefty price tag.  There are serious gardeners at SRI 
International Menlo Park campus.  Tending their own plots, located between Building 201, 203, and 205 off 2nd Street, gardeners draw 
from all divisions, not just Bioscience or Physical Science.  Gardeners who work in labs are happy to get fresh air, eat lunch outside, and 
save money on organic food! 

Michelle Delplanche has gardened here for 15 years and coordinates the sign-up process, spring tilling, general care and maintenance — 
all on a volunteer basis!  Her background is in electrical engineering and her first project at SRI was to assist in the programming, testing, 
and training of users on a mobile satellite antenna system.  Michelle’s experience, not counting gardening, includes biomedical health 
sciences, sensing and devices, space systems, information security, security and defense, and communication, speech, and imaging 
technologies.  She grew up on an 80-acre family strawberry farm in the Willamette Valley of Oregon.  She still grows the Hood variety from 
the family farm!

Non-gardeners are welcome to come and see what’s growing.  While we were taking pictures, people came by to ask about the beautiful 
scent coming from the garden — a lemon tree in bloom.  It’s a networking center where people from different divisions meet and 
sometimes collaborate on projects.  Others enjoy the crops when gardeners take flowers back to their offices or share the harvest.  Other 
visitors include hummingbirds, mourning doves, blue jays, butterflies, honey bees and a neighborhood cat.  

Over 150 people have tended the garden plots.  Many nationalities and backgrounds are represented.  A variety of fun produce includes 
bitter melon, long beans, purple beans, okra, lemon grass and garlic chives from China, Vietnam, Hong Kong, Italy, Texas and Hawaii.  Also 
flourishing are tomatoes, beans, lettuce, artichokes, peas, potatoes, herbs mingled with seasonal flowers, grapes, stone fruits, citrus and 
even a Mediterranean succulent rock garden! 

Several experiments are in the works to help win the on-going battle with the squirrels and gophers.  One scientist has set up an electric 
fence, while another is using poultry fencing.  So far, these experiments have proven successful — they have confused the gophers so 
much that one of them (a gopher) was found hiding in a bucket!  These Advanced Pest Deterrent (APD) plots have wonderful crops of 
tomatoes and lettuce — all without chemicals.

Let SRI Federal Credit Union help your finances flourish this Spring.  Our broad range of checking, savings, 
and loan services can save you green.  

Steve Bowles
CEO/CFO
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GUIDE TO 
FINANCIAL AID

Before applying for a private student 
loan, exhaust all sources of free and 
low-cost financial aid.  While the process 
may seem daunting, planning carefully 
and researching all of your options can 
save you thousands.  Check the Guide 
to Financial Aid at www.SRIFCU.org for 
valuable information on the process. 
 
Our partnership with Credit Union 
Student Choice offers student loans to 
help fill the funding gaps that federal 
aid can leave behind. SRIFCU financing 
options can help you or a family member 
achieve your dream of a higher education. 
Plus, our private student loans are 
offered at competitive rates and fees 
lower than those of typical private 
student loan lenders. 

GRAD ACCOUNTS

Graduates — kudos on your accomplishment! 
Ready to head down new paths, whether off to 
college or off to work?  Team up with our tools 
for success, so you can focus on the future.

Mobile and flexible, our convenient products 
go where you are.
• Free checking and Bill Pay
• Personalized Visa Debit Card
• No ATM fees for checking — use any ATM
• Mobile access and eDeposits
• Text alerts and CardValet®

• Visa Credit Card with co-applicant
• No foreign currency exchange fee
• Member-to-member transfers
• Student loans
• iGrad

Knowledge is power — talk with us today! 
Call 800.986.3669, email connect@srifcu.org, 
eJoin online at www.SRIFCU.org, or visit 
our branch.

iGRAD

iGrad online tools are designed to 
improve financial knowledge and habits. 
Whether you're getting ready to borrow 
for the first time, pay off your student 
loans, or research your options, iGrad can 
help you stay on track.  iGrad's job and 
resume tools even look for internships or 
new jobs to advance your career.  Check 
out the iGrad link at www.SRIFCU.org.

SRI Federal Credit Union
333 Ravenswood Avenue
Menlo Park, CA 94025-3493
Toll-Free: 800.986.3669
Fax: 650.326.8916

Mail
P.O. Box 2284
Menlo Park, CA 94026-2284

Website   www.SRIFCU.org

Email  CONNECT@srifcu.org

Office Hours 
Monday through Friday
9 AM to 4 PM

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S  T O D AY

You know where you want to go.
We’ll help you fi nd your way.

Borrow from SRIFCU to � nd your road 
to a higher education without the 
higher costs of other student loans.

Refresh 
& RENEW

HOME EQUITY LOANS 
No points – No fees – No closing costs 

3.5% APR variable (prime)

Refresh
& RENEW
Refresh
& RENEW
Refresh

Graduate 
        CHECKING

Connect with the tools 
for success, so you can 

focus on the future. 

FREE CHECKING & BILL PAY • PERSONALIZED VISA® DEBIT 
CARD • NO ATM FEES FOR CHECKING • MOBILE ACCESS & 
eDEPOSITS • CARDVALET CARD CONTROL • TEXT ALERTS 
• VISA® CREDIT CARD WITH CO-APPLICANT • NO FOREIGN 

CURRENCY EXCHANGE FEE • MEMBER TO MEMBER 
TRANSFERS • STUDENT LOANS • iGRAD TOOL • eJOIN


